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Social Studies Grade 2      

EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 
Course Description 
 
In the United States education system, social studies is the integrated study of multiple fields of 
social science and the humanities, including geography, history and political science.  The 
purpose of social studies is to help students understand, participate in, and make informed 
decisions about their world.  It provides the students with skills for productive problem solving 
and decision making as well as assessing issues and making thoughtful value judgments.  As 
such, students will acquire and refine skills needed for participation in democratic society, for 
developing interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal 
and professional endeavors upon the completion of their education within the East Newark 
Public School. 
 

Course Resources 
 
1. Democracy Studies Weekly Teacher Edition 
2. Democracy Studies Weekly Student Magazine 
3. Literature Selections 
4. Integrated Activity 
5. Smartboard 
6. https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/standards/proxy_correlations/N2V16/NJ 

 

Pacing Guide 
 

Quarter 
# 

NJSLS Topics Covered Resources 

 1 6.1.4.A.1-2, 4, 11 
6.1.4.B.1-3 
6.1.4.C.18 

6.1.4.D.1, 5-6, 12, 17-
20 

● Welcome to Second Grade 
● Where is the United States? 

● Rules and Responsibility 
● Good Citizens 
● History and Time 
● Technology 

 

Democracy Studies 
Weekly 

2  6.1.4.A.13-15 
6.1.4.B.1-5, 8-9 

6.1.4.C.2 
6.1.4.D.1-6, 12-13, 16-

20 

● Explorers 

● North American Indian Nations 
● The Pilgrims Come to America 
● Changes in America 
● Changes for American Indians 

● Maps and Globes 
 
● Using Maps 

Democracy Studies 
Weekly 

https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/standards/correlations_by_article/DM3/NJ
https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/standards/correlations_by_article/DM3/NJ
https://app.studiesweekly.com/online/standards/correlations_by_article/DM3/NJ


3 6.1.4.A.1-8, 10-13, 16 
6.1.4.B.1-9 

6.1.4.D.1-6, 12, 16-20 

● Earth 
● Presidents and Patriots 
● Celebrate America 

● American Cultures 
● Government and Citizenship 
● Rights and Responsibilities 
 

Democracy Studies 
Weekly 

4 6.1.4.B.1-2 
6.1.4.C.1-2, 4-13 

6.1.4.D.20 

● Scientists, Artists and 
Inventors 

● Families and Trade 
● Resources and Choices 
● Goods and Services 
● Money and Markets 

 

Democracy Studies 
Weekly 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1 

 



Timeframe September - October 

Resources ● Democracy Studies Weekly Teacher Edition 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Student Magazine 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Online 
● Literature Selections 
● Integrated Activity 
● Smartboard 

Essential Questions ● What are some American symbols? 
● What is the proper way to take care of the American flag? 
● Why is it important to be honest? 
● Where is the United States? 
● Why is it important to follow rules? 
● Why are there consequences for breaking rules? 
● What are some qualities of being a good citizen? 
● What is a consequence? 
● What does history mean? 
● How can we use technology in the classroom? 

Essential Learning 

Outcomes 

● Students will discuss different American symbols (the American 
flag and the Bald Eagle) and the proper way to take care of the 
American flag.  
● Students will discuss the importance of being honest. 
● Students will identify locations of various places in our country. 
● Students will learn ways to measure and describe distance. 
● Students will explain what rules are and the consequences of 
breaking them. 
● Students will explain that people in authority have limits on their 
authority. 
● Students will discuss some qualities of a good citizen and 
understand the benefits and consequences of fulfulling or not fulfilling 
their responsibilities. 
● Students will gain knowledge that privacy is a right guaranteed 
by the U.S. Constitution. 
● Students will demonstrate knowledge that history tells the story of 
people and events from different times and places.  
● Students will discuss how to use technology in the media center 
and classroom.  

Technology Infusion ● 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
● 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate 
learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries 
using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and 
social media. 
●  8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a 
problem or issue.  



Standards ● 6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, 
state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help 
resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.  
● 6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the 
United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of 
expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due 
process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 
democracy.  
● 6.1.4.A.4 Explain how the United States government is organized 
and how the United States Constitution defines and checks the power of 
government. 
● 6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual 
and the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising 
their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global 
levels. 
● 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on 
different types of maps and determine how the information may be 
useful. 
● 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the 
location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United 
States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion 
and economic interdependence. 
● 6.1.4.B.3 6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use 
digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure distances 
and to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude. 
● 6.1.4.C.18 Explain how the development of communications 
systems has led to increased collaboration and the spread of ideas 
throughout the United States and the world. 
● 6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on 
Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 
● 6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower 
Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States 
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and 
citizenship.  
● 6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical 
contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin 
Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 
● 6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous 
historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of 
the United States contributed to the American national heritage. 
● 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, 
and holidays and how they affect the American identity.  
● 6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and 
traditions may reflect more than one culture.  
● 6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be 
interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual 
perspectives. 
● 6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the 
perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 



Integrated 

Accommodations 
and Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 
● Structure lessons around questions that are authentic, relate to 
students’ interests, social/family background and knowledge of their 
community. 

 
● English Language Learners 
● Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of 
study and compare 
● Integrated and small-group support 
● Provide visuals of vocabulary/language 
● Provide students with multiple literacy strategies 
● Provide multiple grouping opportunities for students to share their 
ideas and to encourage work among various backgrounds and cultures 
(e.g. multiple representation and multimodal experiences 

 
● 504 Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 
● Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students 
to choose how to approach a problem or assignment 

 
● Gifted & Talented Students 
● Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 
independent studies or investigations 
● Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Assessment 
● Online Assessment 
● Class Participation/In discussions 
● Weekly Review 
● Map/Vocabulary Activity 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 

Century Learning 
Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies 
during structured learning experiences. 
● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when 
participating in online learning communities and structured learning 
experiences. 



● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the 
appropriate cultural context. 

Career Education ● The 12 Career Ready Practices:  These practices outline the 
skills that all individuals need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, 
and proactive in life and careers. These are researched practices that 
are essential to career readiness.  Reading literature and writing essays 
helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

● Throughout each quarter students are exposed to a variety of 
interdisciplinary connections through the subject matter they read and 
write about, as well as the art and music they are exposed to in the 
classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the related 
arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  
● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 

 

 

Quarter 2 

 

Timeframe November - January 

Resources ● Democracy Studies Weekly Teacher Edition 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Student Magazine 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Online 
● Literature Selections 
● Integrated Activity 
● Smartboard 

Essential Questions ● Who was Christopher Columbus, Ponce de Leon, and Marco 
Polo? 
● Who were the first inhabitants of North America? 
● How did the Pilgrims come to America? 
● What is a compact? 
● How did the Pilgrims survive the first winter in America? 
● How was life in the colonies? 
● What was the impact of explorers and settlers on American 
Indians? 
● How did things change as communities grew? 
● What is the purpose of a map and a globe? 
● What is the difference between maps and globes? 
● Where is the North Pole on the globe? 
● Where is the South Pole on the globe? 



● What are different types of maps? 

Essential Learning 

Outcomes 

● Students will discuss world explorers and U.S. explorers. 
● Students will identify who the first inhabitants of North America. 
● Students will talk about American Indian culture. 
● Students will discuss the Mayflower compact and the hardships 
the Pilgrims suffered in America, including disease and scarcity. 
● Students will identify how American Indians helped the Pilgrims 
survive.  
● Students will explore ways the daily life of early colonists 
changed over time and how communities eventually became the cities 
and towns we live in today. 
● Students will discuss the impact of explorers and settlers on 
American Indians and how things changed as communities grew. 
● Students will identify the purposes of and the differences 
between maps and globes. 
● Students will locate various places on a globe. 
● Students will identify different types of maps. 
● Students will identify various locations in North America.  

Technology Infusion ● 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
● 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate 
learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries 
using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and 
social media. 
●  8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a 
problem or issue.  

Standards ● 6.1.4.A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become 
United States citizens. 
● 6.1.4.A.14 Describe how the world is divided into many nations 
that have their own governments, languages, customs, and laws. 
● 6.1.4.A.15 Explain how and why it is important that people from 
diverse cultures collaborate to find solutions to community, state, 
national, and global challenges. 
● 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on 
different types of maps and determine how the information may be 
useful. 
● 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the 
location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United 
States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion 
and economic interdependence. 
● 6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital 
geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure distances and 
to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude. 
● 6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and 
availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and 
work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.  
● 6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the 
environment in New Jersey and the United States. 



● 6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and distribute 
natural resources.  
● 6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to 
environmental concerns, and to actions taken to address them. 
● 6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how 
scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, 
communities, and nations. 
● 6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on 
Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 
● 6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily 
and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe 
the challenges they encountered.  
● 6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary 
immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically and today.  
● 6.1.4.D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the 
United States and the state of New Jersey. 
● 6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower 
Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States 
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and 
citizenship.  
● 6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical 
contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin 
Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 
● 6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous 
historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of 
the United States contributed to the American national heritage. 
● 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and 
influenced by the behavior of people. 
● 6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to 
conflict, using examples from the past and present. 
● 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, 
and holidays and how they affect the American identity.  
● 6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and 
traditions may reflect more than one culture.  
● 6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be 
interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual 
perspectives. 
● 6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the 
perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 

Integrated 

Accommodations 
and Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 



● Structure lessons around questions that are authentic, relate to 
students’ interests, social/family background and knowledge of their 
community. 

 
● English Language Learners 
● Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of 
study and compare 
● Integrated and small-group support 
● Provide visuals of vocabulary/language 
● Provide students with multiple literacy strategies 
● Provide multiple grouping opportunities for students to share their 
ideas and to encourage work among various backgrounds and cultures 
(e.g. multiple representation and multimodal experiences 

 
● 504 Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 
● Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students 
to choose how to approach a problem or assignment 

 
● Gifted & Talented Students 
● Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 
independent studies or investigations 
● Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Assessment 
● Online Assessment 
● Class Participation/In discussions 
● Weekly Review 
● Map/Vocabulary Activity 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 

Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies 
during structured learning experiences. 
● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when 
participating in online learning communities and structured learning 
experiences. 
● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the 
appropriate cultural context. 

Career Education ● The 12 Career Ready Practices:  These practices outline the 
skills that all individuals need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, 
and proactive in life and careers. These are researched practices that 
are essential to career readiness.  Reading literature and writing essays 



helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

● Throughout each quarter students are exposed to a variety of 
interdisciplinary connections through the subject matter they read and 
write about, as well as the art and music they are exposed to in the 
classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the related 
arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  
● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 

 

Quarter 3 

 

Timeframe February - April 

Resources ● Democracy Studies Weekly Teacher Edition 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Student Magazine 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Online 
● Literature Selections 
● Integrated Activity 
● Smartboard 

Essential Questions ● What is a continent? 
● What are oceans? 
● What makes us a responsible citizen? 
● Who are some individuals that represent the U.S.? 
● What is the statue of liberty? 
● What are some AMerican symbols? 
● Who was Chief Joseph? 
● Who was Cesar Chavez? 
● How are the American cultures different from the ones from 
today? 
● Why do people form governments? 
● How can a person become an American citizen? 

Essential Learning 

Outcomes 

● Students will identify the continents, oceans, equator, prime 
meridian, and North and South Poles. 
● Students will discuss using good judgment to be a responsible 
citizen. 
● Students will name people who have made important 
contributions to our country’s history. 
● Students will identify individuals, events and documents that 
represent the U.S. 
● Students will discuss the importance of the statue of liberty.  



● Students will recognize important American symbols like the 
Liberty Bell and the World War II memorial. 
● Students will identify the contributions of an American Indian 
named Chief Joseph, as well as a Hispanic leader named Cesar 
Chavez. 
● Students will compare and contrast the American cultures of the 
past to cultures found in America today, including African American, 
Hispanic and Asian American cultures. 
● Students will discuss why people form governments. 
● Students will discuss various ways to become an American 
citizen. 
● Students will talk about major elected officials in their community 
(e.g., mayor, city commissioner).  
● Students will discuss that rights and responsibilities reinforce 
each other and promote the common good. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
● 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate 
learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries 
using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and 
social media. 
●  8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a 
problem or issue.  

Standards ● 6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, 
state, and national governments protect the rights of people, help 
resolve conflicts, and promote the common good.  
● 6.1.4.A.2 Explain how fundamental rights guaranteed by the 
United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e., freedom of 
expression, freedom of religion, the right to vote, and the right to due 
process) contribute to the continuation and improvement of American 
democracy.  
● 6.1.4.A.3 Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common 
good” have influenced new laws and policies over time at the local and 
national levels of United States government. 
● 6.1.4.A.4 Explain how the United States government is organized 
and how the United States Constitution defines and checks the power of 
government. 
● 6.1.4.A.5 Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three 
branches of the national government. 
● 6.1.4.A.6 Explain how national and state governments share 
power in the federal system of government. 
● 6.1.4.A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a 
representative democracy, and describe the roles of elected 
representatives and how they interact with citizens at local, state, and 
national levels. 
● 6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the 
community, county, state, and national levels, the services provided, and 
the impact of policy decisions made at each level. 



● 6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change 
and inspired social activism in subsequent generations. 
● 6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual 
and the common good of the country depend upon all citizens exercising 
their civic responsibilities at the community, state, national, and global 
levels. 
● 6.1.4.A.12 Explain the process of creating change at the local, 
state, or national level.  
● 6.1.4.A.13 Describe the process by which immigrants become 
United States citizens. 
● 6.1.4.A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, 
businesses, and global organizations promote human rights and provide 
aid to individuals and nations in need. 
● 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on 
different types of maps and determine how the information may be 
useful. 
● 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the 
location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United 
States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion 
and economic interdependence. 
● 6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and when it is important to use digital 
geographic tools, political maps, and globes to measure distances and 
to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude.  
● 6.1.4.B.4 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and 
availability of resources have impacted where and how people live and 
work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States. 
● 6.1.4.B.5 Describe how human interaction impacts the 
environment in New Jersey and the United States. 
● 6.1.4.B.6 Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the 
United States based on culture, economics, and physical environment to 
understand the concept of regionalism. 
● 6.1.4.B.7 Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the 
United States are more suited for settlement than others. 
● 6.1.4.B.8 Compare ways people choose to use and distribute 
natural resources.  
● 6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to 
environmental concerns, and to actions taken to address them.  
● 6.1.4.D.1 Determine the impact of European colonization on 
Native American populations, including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey. 
● 6.1.4.D.2 Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily 
and involuntarily, immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe 
the challenges they encountered.  
● 6.1.4.D.3 Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary 
immigration on America’s growth as a nation, historically and today.  
● 6.1.4.D.4 Explain how key events led to the creation of the 
United States and the state of New Jersey. 
● 6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower 
Compact, the Declaration of Independence, the United States 



Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government and 
citizenship. 
● 6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical 
contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin 
Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 
● 6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folktale and the actions of famous 
historical and fictional characters from New Jersey and other regions of 
the United States contributed to the American national heritage. 
● 6.1.4.D.16 Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to 
conflict, using examples from the past and present. 
● 6.1.4.D.17 Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, 
and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 
● 6.1.4.D.18 Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and 
traditions may reflect more than one culture.  
● 6.1.4.D.19 Explain how experiences and events may be 
interpreted differently by people with different cultural or individual 
perspectives.  
● 6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the 
perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 

Integrated 

Accommodations 

and Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 
● Structure lessons around questions that are authentic, relate to 
students’ interests, social/family background and knowledge of their 
community. 

 
● English Language Learners 
● Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of 
study and compare 
● Integrated and small-group support 
● Provide visuals of vocabulary/language 
● Provide students with multiple literacy strategies 
● Provide multiple grouping opportunities for students to share their 
ideas and to encourage work among various backgrounds and cultures 
(e.g. multiple representation and multimodal experiences 

 
● 504 Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 



● Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students 
to choose how to approach a problem or assignment 

 
● Gifted & Talented Students 
● Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 
independent studies or investigations 
● Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Assessment 
● Online Assessment 
● Class Participation/In discussions 
● Weekly Review 
● Map/Vocabulary Activity 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 

Century Learning 
Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies 
during structured learning experiences. 
● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when 
participating in online learning communities and structured learning 
experiences. 
● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the 
appropriate cultural context. 

Career Education ● The 12 Career Ready Practices:  These practices outline the 
skills that all individuals need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, 
and proactive in life and careers. These are researched practices that 
are essential to career readiness.  Reading literature and writing essays 
helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

● Throughout each quarter students are exposed to a variety of 
interdisciplinary connections through the subject matter they read and 
write about, as well as the art and music they are exposed to in the 
classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the related 
arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  
● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 

 

Quarter 4 

 

Timeframe May - June 

Resources ● Democracy Studies Weekly Teacher Edition 
● Democracy Studies Weekly Student Magazine 



● Democracy Studies Weekly Online 
● Literature Selections 
● Integrated Activity 
● Smartboard 

Essential Questions ● Who were some people that made important contributions to our 
country? 
● How did trade help families around the world meet their basic 
needs? 
● How does scarcity affect the choices families make? 
● Why do we make choice? 
● What are the benefits of making choices? 
● What are some requirements of various jobs? 
● Why do people work? 
● What is the purpose of markets? 
● What are the functions of a bank? 

Essential Learning 

Outcomes 

● Students will identify people from various backgrounds and 
cultures who made important contributions to our country. 
● Students will discuss how trade helps families around the world 
to meet their basic needs. 
● Students will discuss how scarcity affects the choices families 
make. 
● Students will discuss why there are costs and benefits of making 
choices. 
● Students will name different requirements of various jobs, 
understand that most people work to produce goods or services, and 
understand that work provides income. 
● Students will discuss the purpose of markets and the functions of 
a bank. 
● Students will identify that people in different places depend on 
each other for goods and services.  

Technology Infusion ● 8.2.2.B.1 Identify how technology impacts or improves life. 
● 8.1.2.C.1 Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate 
learning activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries 
using various media formats such as online collaborative tools, and 
social media. 
●  8.1.2.E.1 Use digital tools and online resources to explore a 
problem or issue.  

Standards ● 6.1.4.B.1 Compare and contrast information that can be found on 
different types of maps and determine how the information may be 
useful. 
● 6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and political maps to explain how the 
location and spatial relationship of places in New Jersey, the United 
States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion 
and economic interdependence. 



● 6.1.4.C.1 Apply opportunity cost (i.e., choices and tradeoffs) to 
evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their 
communities. 
● 6.1.4.C.2 Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how 
scarcity and choice influence decisions made by individuals, 
communities, and nations. 
● 6.1.4.C.4 Describe how supply and demand influence price and 
output of products. 
● 6.1.4.C.5 Explain the role of specialization in the production and 
exchange of goods and services. 
● 6.1.4.C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, 
businesses, laborers, and governments within the economic system.  
● 6.1.4.C.7 Explain how the availability of private and public goods 
and services is influenced by the global market and government.  
● 6.1.4.C.8 Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption 
of goods and services are interrelated and are affected by the global 
market and events in the world community.  
● 6.1.4.C.9 Compare and contrast how the availability of resources 
affects people across the world differently. 
● 6.1.4.C.10 Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and 
investment in individuals’ lives. 
● 6.1.4.C.11 Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals 
when making financial decisions within the community.  
● 6.1.4.C.12 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other 
contributions of prominent figures who lived New Jersey.  
● 6.1.4.C.13 Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic 
society. 
● 6.1.4.D.20 Describe why it is important to understand the 
perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 

Integrated 

Accommodations 
and Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 
● Structure lessons around questions that are authentic, relate to 
students’ interests, social/family background and knowledge of their 
community. 

 
● English Language Learners 
● Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of 
study and compare 
● Integrated and small-group support 
● Provide visuals of vocabulary/language 
● Provide students with multiple literacy strategies 



● Provide multiple grouping opportunities for students to share their 
ideas and to encourage work among various backgrounds and cultures 
(e.g. multiple representation and multimodal experiences 

 
● 504 Students 
● Provide students with multiple choices for how they can 
represent their understandings (e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, illustrations, graphs, charts, data tables, 
multimedia, modeling). 
● Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop 
areas of personal interest 
● Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students 
to choose how to approach a problem or assignment 

 
● Gifted & Talented Students 
● Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage 
independent studies or investigations 
● Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Assessment 
● Online Assessment 
● Class Participation/In discussions 
● Weekly Review 
● Map/Vocabulary Activity 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 

Century Learning 
Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1 Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies 
during structured learning experiences. 
● 9.1.12.C.4 Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when 
participating in online learning communities and structured learning 
experiences. 
● 9.1.12.D.1 Interpret spoken and written communication within the 
appropriate cultural context. 

Career Education ● The 12 Career Ready Practices:  These practices outline the 
skills that all individuals need to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, 
and proactive in life and careers. These are researched practices that 
are essential to career readiness.  Reading literature and writing essays 
helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and 
dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

● Throughout each quarter students are exposed to a variety of 
interdisciplinary connections through the subject matter they read and 
write about, as well as the art and music they are exposed to in the 
classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the related 
arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  
● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as a diary or journal entries 



● Nonfiction leveled readers 

 

 


